SPECIAL INTEREST
Alpha Grape Adapted to Minnesota Conditions

Rev. John B. Katzner, Collegeville

In presenting the Alpha grape as a fruit worthy of your consideration and trial, I desire to state that I am
doing this at the request of our secretary.

About the origin of the Alpha grape nothing is definitely known. It may be conjectured, however, that the
seed was probably dropped by a bird. The vine was found growing wild early in August, 1901, by Brother
William, a members of St. John's University, at Collegeville, MN. He conceived the idea to plant a vineyard
of wild grapes, to find out if by cultivation and pruning they could not be improved. With this idea in
mind he searched the woods about the college for the best vines, which were to be transplanted later on a
gravelly hill near the building. On the main road to collegeville station about five minutes walk from St.
John's, there is to the right a clay hill on which many wild vines were growing. Going through the low
brush Brother William noticed a small vine bearing two nice bunches of grapes which were unusually large
for a wild grape. He marked the place and the vine, and in September went out again to taste the fruit. By
that time it had colored up and was almost ripe. He was surprised to find the grapes so good. Late in
October he transplanted the vine into his vineyard and left it unprotected over winter. Brother William



